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Sparks fly over ‘vote chort’,
SIR In LS poll reforms debate

EC Colluding
With BJP To Help
It Win: Rahul

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Asking why the
prime minister and home mi-
nisterare so keen ondeciding
who becomes the election
commissioner, Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi Tuesday alle-
ged that BJP has capturedthe
Election Commission (EC)
which is “colluding” with the
governingparty to help it win
polls. He alsnaccused the BJP
of “vote chori” that, he said,
is the worst possible unpat-
rioticact.

Rahul said the Modi govt’s
decision to remove the Chief
Justice of India from the colle-
gium that selects election com-
missioners has given BJP
complete control over who be-

Project of RSS was to

capture the institutional
framework of the country...
(after educational institutions
& intel agencies, it's the EC)

Change the law that allows
election commissioner to get
away with whatever
he wants to do...

we are going to
change the law... ) sl
And we are going to 'R
come and find you

—Rahul Gandhi =

comes the poll watchdog — as
the three members of the col-
legium are PM, HM and leader
of opposition Rahul Gandhi.
The govt had also changed the
law to give “tremendous gift of
immunity” to election com-
missioners for their actions,
he alleged, while EC laid down
that CCTV footage be destroy-
ed after45 days of polling.

» Continued on P 18
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Cong involved in ‘vote chori

since 1952, claim BJP netas

» Continued fromP1

¥ ntervening in the discus-
' sion on election reforms
E in the lower House of Par-
lament, law minister Arjun

- Ram Meghwal said the spe-

cial intensive revision
of electoral rolls has
been held multiple
times since 1952 & was
necessary to clean up
rolls, which change &%
due to migration and [L .3
rapid urbanisation.
Meghwal accused Con-
gress of engaging in “vote
chori” since the first LS elec-

- tions, including in the defeat
:. of B R Ambedkar. He empha-

sised that the Modi govt did
not change the law regarding
appointment of the CEC and
fellow election commission-

ers, but created a framework _

following a 2023 SC ruling.

Nishikant Dubey said
former CEC TN Sheshan
was given a Congress ticket
to contest against BJP’s LK
Advani, while another CEC,
MS Gill, became a minister

@ in the Manmohan
| Singh govt after “fa-
vouring” Sonia Gand-
hi in the “office of
profit” row. “They
M| talk of transparency.

4. Congress worker Ba-
tuk Singh was made UPSC
chairman,” he said.

He said Parliament’s se-
lect committees dating back
to the 60s and 70s recom-
mended SIR and voting ma-
chines for reforming polling
process, while a joint com-
mittee that included MPs
from Jana Sangh, BJP’s fore-
runner, favoured in 1972 re-

ducing the voting age to 18
from 21. Rajiv Gandhi imple-
mented this in 1988, and Con-
gress is claiming it to be the
biggest polls reform, he said.

Batting for SIR, he
named a number of dis-
tricts, including Kolkata
and Murshidabad, in poll-
bound West Bengal and
Jharkhand, and cited 2011
Census data to flag dispro- :
portionately highrise in the- :

‘Muslim population com-

pared to their national
growth since independence
to claim the presence of
Bangladeshi infiltrators.
BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal
said Congress did “vote cho- :
ri” by picking Nehru as PM :
over Sardar Patel, whowasfa-
voured by most party units, :
while Indira Gandhidid itby
imposing Emergency: :
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Sparks fly in LS over

debate on polls, SIR

Saubhadra Chatterji

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Demo-
cratic Alliance and the INDIA
bloc exchanged barbs over elect-
oral reforms and the special
intensive revision in the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday with the gov-
ernment accusing the Congress
of trying to hide its poll failures
and the Opposition alleging that
the ruling party was indulging in
vote theft.

Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
said vote theft was the biggest
anti-national act asit destroyed
the fabric of the nation and the
Election Commission was col-
luding with those in power to
shape elections, demanding that
machine-readable voter lists be
given to political parties and
immunity to election commis-
sionersscrapped.

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav said that election
reforms could take place only if
EC was impartial and suggested
that an enhanced panel select the
chief election commissioner and
fellow election commissioners.

From the government, Union
law minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal hit out at the Opposition,
saying that the special intensive
revision (SIR) of the voters’ list
was held multiple times since
1952 and was required to clean
up electoral rolls, which change
due to migration and rapid
urbanisation.

BJP MP Nishikant Dubey hit
out at Gandhi over his attack on
EVMs, saying the voting
machines were introduced in the
country by his father and former
PM Rajiv Gandhi, during a pilot
projectin 1987.

The debate came after days of
standoff between the govern-

continued on 13
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Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gandhi speaks durmg the winter sessmu nf
Parliament in New Delhi on Tuesday.

In Upper House, Shah
Kharge trade charges
over Vande Mataram

Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hind ustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah and Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge on Tuesday
traded charges during the Vande
Mataram debate, with the senior
BJP leader alleging that the Con-
gress altered the national song
due to appeasement politics, and
the Congress chief saying that
the Centre was using the discus-
sion to divert attention from the
country’s pressing issues.
“Many people like me believe
that if Congress had not divided
Vande Mataram under its policy of
appeasement, the country would
not have been divided, and today

Amit Shah, Mallikarjun Kharge

the country would be whole,” Shah
said, while initiating the debate.
Kharge hit back and said: “The
political debate over Vande Mat-
aram is merely a diversionary
tactic when the country faces
economic challenges. True patri-
otism seeks solutions to hard-
ships faced by the common peo-
ple, rather than mere symbolism
and speeches.” P8
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Explain exemption for Assam voters from
providing citizenship proof, SC tells EC

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi:Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Election
Commission to respond to a
PIL questioning itsdecision to
exempt Assam voters from
giving documentary proof
along with enumeration
forms during SIR, which was
mandatory in other states,
even though the northeastern
state has alarge population of
illegal Bangladeshi migrants.

Appearing for petitioner
Mrinal K Choudhury, senior
advocate Vijay Hansariatolda
bench of CJI Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi that
EC in its Nov 17 notification
had said Assam’s electoral
rolls are being revised with-
out any requirement of any
documents or enumeration
forms contrary to the proce-
dure adopted for the pan-India
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of rolls.

“ EC in an arbitrary manner directed that the
electoral roll for Assam will be revised only by way of
Special Revision and not by way of SIR even though
there is no difference in the ground realities between

Assam and 12 other states
PETITION IN SUPREME COURT

The bench said it will seek
EC’s response as to why such
an exception was made for As-
sam and what were the cir-
cumstances requiring such
exemptions. It asked EC tofile
its response by Dec 16, the next
date of hearing on the PIL.

The petitioner said, “EC in
an arbitrary manner directed
that the electoral roll for As-
sam will be revised only by
way of Special Revision and
notby way of SIR even though
there is no difference on the
ground realities between As-
sam and 12 other states where
SIR is being conducted.” It

said in Assam, voters are not
required to submit documen-
tary proof of their citizen-
ship, age and residences,
whereas, in case of SIR in oth-
er 12 states and UTs it is man-
datory.

Onanother PILseeking in-
terim inclusion of people
from minority communities,
who were persecuted in neigh-
bouring countries and have
entered India seeking citizen-
ship under the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, in the vot-
ers’ list of West Bengal, the
bench said the question of
right to vote would arise only

after they are accorded citi-
zenship.

Senior advocate Karuna
Nundy said the applications
have been pending for a long
time and if thesearenotdecid-
ed expeditiously, these people
from the persecuted minority
community, estimated to he
50,000, would lose their right
to vote if their application for
grant of citizenship is not de-
cided prior to the Bengal as-
sembly elections.

The bench said it would
not be legal to grant any inter-
im right to vote to these mi-
grants, whose application for
grant of citizenship is pend-
ing. At best, the court can ask
the govt to expedite the seruti-
ny of theirapplications, itsaid
and sought responses from
Centreand EC. It requested ei-
ther the attorney general or
the solicitor general to assist
the court in the matter on Dec
17, the next date of hearing.



BJP: Pro-Muslim parties
opposing clean-up of rolls

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP MP Nishi-
kant Dubey on Tuesday took
on Rahul Gandhi over his al-
legation of electoral mal-
practices against the govt, sa-
ying EVMs were introduced
by former PM Rajiv Gandhi
to curb poll irregularities,
and blamed “pro-Muslim” po-
litics of Congress and regio-
nal parties for their opposi-
tion to SIR, as he cited dispro-
portionate rise in Muslim po-
pulation in states like West
Bengal to back the exercise.
Dubey rebutted Gandhi’s
allegations — including over
“vote chor1” and govt’s decisi-
ve say in appointment of elec-
tlon commissioners — saying
Congress put its favourite bu-
reaucrats in poll bodies andre-
warded them with berths and

You won in Bengal,

Himachal & Karnataka,
then the EVMs were correct.
But in Maharashtra, Haryana
or Bihar, the machines
suddenly became faulty?

—Rajeev Ranjan (JDU)

&6 All oppn parties spoke
about EVMs... (Former PM)
Rajiv Gandhi brought EVMs as
part of a pilot project in 1987
& in 1991, Narasimha Rao govt
introduced them

—Nishikant Dubey | BJP

party tickets. As member of
the selection committee, the
LoP 1s now part of the process
and can file his dissent which
was never the case when Co-
ngress was in office, he said.

pContinued onP 18




NDA to oppn: How come EVMs

function fine when you win?

‘You Claim Vote
Chori Only
When You Lose’

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Key NDA con-
stituents Janata Dal United
(JDU) and Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) on Tuesday
accused the opposition of
“double standards” on the
issue of EVMSs, while anoth-
er ally Shiv Sena (Shinde)
made a strong demand for
lowering the minimum age
to contest Lok Sabha and as-
sembly elections from 25 to
18 years and allow remote
voting for migrant voters.
Participating in a dis-
cussion on election reforms
in the Lok Sabha, Shiv Sena
MP Shrikant Shinde also
said that the Election Com-
mission should introduce a
common electoralroll forall

IANS

A | SR ==
DU’s Lalan Singh has accused
the opposition of trying to
‘pollute the electoral system’

elections and usher in si-
multaneous polls for Lok
Sabha and state assemblies.
Union minister and JDU
MP Rajeev Ranjan Singh (La-
lan Singh) said, “You won in
West Bengal, Himachal Pra-
desh and Karnataka, then the
EVMs were correct. But in
Maharashtra, Haryana or Bi-
har, the machines suddenly
became faulty? People do not
acceptthisdouble standard.”
He accused the opposi-

tion of tryingto “pollute the
electoralsystem” instead of
engaging with the EC’s re-
peated clarifications. “If
people are not voting for yvou
repeatedly, then the EVM
becomes faulty,” he said.

Indian voters were “ma-
ture” and understood the dem-
ocratic process, TDP MP Lavu
Sri Krishna Devarayalu said.
“No one in the opposition
asked about ‘vote chori’ when
the Congress won in Telanga-
na or Karnataka, but these
questions only arise when re-
sults do not go their way,” he
said, dismissing claims that
EVMs were manipulated.

Singh accused the oppo-
sition parties of attempting
to “delegitimise the electo-
ral system” instead of sug-
gesting improvements.

“We were hoping opposi-
tion would tell us what im-
provements can be made,” he
said, but added that Congress
MP Manish Tewari instead
“insinuated that Election

Commission is influenced”.
“Modi ji never interferes in
the work of independent in-
stitutions,” Singh said.

On SIR, Singh noted that
EChadclarified thatitiscon-
ducted regularly. When the
process began recently, he
said, “In two districts, over
five lakh people applied for
citizenship, and many others
were marked for deletion, so
what is the issue if the EC
asks for proof?” In a swipe
at the opposition over its
electoral loss in Bihar, he
said, “Takefree tips from Mo-
di... go meet him alone and
come back with the tips.”

The TDP MP said that in-
stead of pushing for construc-
tive reforms, the opposition
was questioning the EC. Dev-
arayalusuggested thatif Aad-
haar cannot be linked with
voter IDs, the govt could ex-
plore unique biometric mark-
ers such as iris scans or
thumb impressions to make
voter identification foolproof.



Return to ballot papers, expand
collegium that picks ECs: Oppn

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Accusing EC of
being compromised, opposi-
tion,led by Congress, SPand
DMK, demanded on Tues-
day a return to ballot papers
and expansion of collegium
that selects election com-
missioners to a five-member
body, comprising two LoPs,
PM, home minister and CJI,
as against the present com-
position of PM, home minis-
ter and LoP in Lok Sabha.
Congress MP Manish Te-
wari, who opened the debate
on electoral reforms in Lok
Sabha, argued that if sucha
committee was formed,
then “theek se khela hobe”,
and it will remove doubts
over the credibility of EC.
The all-round attack on
EC and BJP was carried out
by SP chief Akhilesh Yadav,
DMK's Dayanidhi Maran,
TMC’s Kalyan Banerjee,
NCP’s Supriya Sule, Shiv
Sena’s Anil Desai, CPM’'s
Amra Ram, RJD’s Abhay
Sinha, and AAP’s Gurmeet
Hayer, among others.
Tewari and Banerjee said
EC has no legal power to con-
duct SIR across states, and it
can order such revision only
in specific constituencies af-

If a five-member
collegium appoints
ECs, then ‘theek se
khela hobe’,
removing doubts
over EC’s
credibility, said MP
Manish Tewari

ter recording complaints and
conducting inquiries into
them. Tewari also slammed
the SIRs done by past govts.
Akhilesh described the
SIR as NRC with another
name, stating the UP CM has
declared that “detention cen-
tres” are being constructed
for those weeded out of the
electoral rolls. He called the
SIR a hasty exercise which
was launched without pro-
viding training to BLOs, cit-
ing their deaths. Training
guns at EC, he alleged that
the administration was mis-
used to help BJP in past UP
bypolls, but SP’s complaints
to EC went unheeded.
Tewari and Maran de-
manded a return to ballot pa-
pers, as done by US and Ja-
pan. Tewarisaid EVMs could
continue in case of 100%
VVPAT counting. However,
Supriya Sule refused to criti-
cise EVMSs, saying she has

been voted to LS four times
through the same machines.
Tewari also demanded a ban
on cash transfers ahead of
polls, saying cash benefits
were playing havoc with the
exchequer while distorting
the electoral landscape in fa-
vour of the governing party.
Stating that erosion of
people’s faith in democracy
leads to anarchy, he demand-
ed that govt inform opposi-
tion if the “source code” of
EVMs, the motherboard pro-
gramme, is with EC or with
the companies concerned.
Trinamool’'s Banerjee
dubbed BJP “Bengalihater”
and asked if it will expel
all Bengalis from India by
calling them “Rohingya”.
Maran, targeting EC, said
in 2019 and 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, EC had allowed PM Na-
rendra Modi to meditate at
Kedarnath and at Vivekanan-
da Memorial for two days
each, helping him dominate
TV coverage ahead of voting.
Sule said EC’s political
neutrality is under a cloud
because ithasfailed tocurb
hate speech and its enforce-
ment of the model code of
conduct is inconsistent,
and errorsinelectoral rolls
are disproportionately
hurting the weaker groups.



We will change
law & we will
find you, Rahul
warns ECs

P Continuet

hile election commis-
/ sioners got immuni-
ty, the poll commis-

sion changed the rule to lay
down that CCTV footage be
destroyed after 45 days of poll-
ing — decisions that, LoP
Rahul Gandhi alleged, were
attherootof “vote chori”.

As he target-
ed RSS, Rahul
said the com-
plete capture of
EC was the cul-
mination of the
< “project” exe-
cuted after the assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi by Nathu-
ram Godse, referring to the
education sector; intelligence
agencies and bureaucracy as
some other institutions. Rahul

2-stanza decision was
collective one: Kharge

Mallikarjun Kharge Tuesday
rejected BJP's charge that
Jawaharlal Nehru unilaterally
“divided” Vande Mataram,
asserting that the decisionto
sing two stanzas was made
collectively by Congress brass
after wide consultations,
including with Rabindranath
Tagore. Kharge said the poet
found “no difficulty” in diss-
ociating the firsttwo stanzas.
“You are insulting all these tall
leaders. It was their combined
decision. Why do youtarget
Nehruji alone?" he said. tn

said “our friends” don’t em-
brace Godse anymore because
heisan “uncomfortabletruth”,
but Gandhi's killing was “not
where the projectended”.
Rahul presented a four-
point wish list to govt for re-
forming the poll process: pro-
vide machine-readable voter
lists to parties a month before
the election, withdraw the or-
dertodestroy CCTV footage af-
ter 45 days of polling, provide
opposition access to “architec-
ture of EVMs” and change the
law that “allows EC to get away
with what he wantstodo”. Ina
warning that the law providing
immunity to top poll officers
would be no deterrent when
the opposition comes to office,
Rahul said election commis-
sionersshould remember “we”
will change the law retrospec-
tively and “we will find you”.
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